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Navigating the Law of Politics 

November 30, 2018 
 

Jeff S. Jordan, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel 
Complaints Examination & 
    Legal Administration 
Office of General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 

1050 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

 

Re: Sua Sponte Submission of Ross Spano for Congress, Ross Spano, Cary Carreno 
and Karen Hunt   

 
Dear Mr. Jordan, 

 

 This letter is submitted by the undersigned counsel on behalf of Ross Spano for Congress 
(Committee), Ross Spano, Cary Carreno, and Karen Hunt pursuant to the Federal Election 

Commission (Commission) Statement of Policy Regarding Self-Reporting of Campaign Finance 
Violations (Sua Sponte Submissions), Notice 2007-8.  Ross Spano for Congress is the principal 

campaign committee of Representative-Elect Ross Spano.  We also include Ross Spano, Cary 
Carreno, and Karen Hunt in their individual capacities as respondents for the sake of 
completeness.   

 
 During Representative-Elect Spano’s campaign for Congress for Florida’s 15th congressional 

district, he took out four personal loans (enclosed).  The details of the personal loans were as 
follows: 

   Date  Source   Amount 
 

   6/28/18 Cary Carreno  $35,000.00 
   8/9/18  Karen Hunt  $35,000.00 
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9/30/18 Karen Hunt  $35,000.00 
   10/29/18 Cary Carreno  $75,000.001 
 
All four of the personal loans carried a five percent (5%) per annum interest rate.  Representative-
Elect Spano reported these loans on his Financial Disclosure Report filed with the Clerk of the 
House of Representative and the Commission on November 3, 2018.  Representative-Elect Spano 
expects those personal loans to be repaid in full with interest by the close of next week. 
 
 Representative-Elect Spano made the following loans to the Committee from his personal 
funds as was reported on reports filed with the Commission: 
 
   Date  Source   Amount 

 

   5/3/18  Personal Funds  $10,000.00 
6/30/18 Personal Funds $27,500.00 

   8/8/18  Personal Funds $32,000.00 
   9/30/18 Personal Funds $27,500.00 

   10/29/18 Personal Funds $70,000.00 
    

 When Representative-Elect Spano took out the personal four loans and when 

Representative-Elect Spano made the four loans to the Committee, he believed he was acting in 
full compliance with the law – as did Mr. Carreno and Ms. Hunt when they entered the 

promissory notes with him – based on the consultations they had at the time.  Respondents now 
recognize that some of the proceeds from the personal loans made to Representative-Elect Spano 

and the personal loans he made to the Committee may have been in violation of the Federal 
Campaign Finance Act, 52 U.S.C. § 30101 et seq., and the regulations promulgated thereunder.   

 
Upon such recognition, the respondents have taken several proactive steps to address this 

matter, including but not limited to engaging our firm as counsel, terminating prior accountancy, 

compliance, and relevant consultancy representations, and engaging new accountancy, compliance, 
and consultancy representations.   

 

In filing this sua sponte submission with the Commission today, the respondents seek the 
advice and recommendations from it to fully address this matter and adopt additional corrective 

measure. 

                                                      
1 The Promissory Note dated 10/29/18 contained draftsman’s error listing the loan amount as “Thirty-Five Thousand 
Dollars.”   The parties intended and agree the loan amount was $75,000.00 
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***** 
 

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to discussing this matter in further 
detail with the Office of General Counsel. 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
       
      Elliot S. Berke 
 
Enclosures 
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